
An introduction to the 
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- an Institute of Food Science & 

Technology group 



Leatherhead Food Research  

Nutrition 

Insight 

Regulatory 

Innovation 

Safety 

http://www.leatherheadfood.com/food-safety
http://www.leatherheadfood.com/product-development
http://www.leatherheadfood.com/food-regulations
http://www.leatherheadfood.com/sensory-and-consumer
http://www.leatherheadfood.com/nutrition


Growing industry 

Consumer research 
Home vs hall 

Internal vs external assessors 

Sensory evaluation 
QC 

R&D 

Internal vs external assessors 

Impact retailers 

Sensory education 

Jr vs sr sensory scientists 

French sensory scientists in the UK 

Sensory in UK  



What does IFST do?  

IFST is the leading independent qualifying body for 

food professionals in Europe and the only professional 

body in the UK concerned with all aspects of food 

science and technology  

 
as a registered charity, we are independent of 

government, industry, lobby or special interest groups  



Institute of Food Science & Technology 

Professional Food Sensory Group 

55 full PFSG members  

88 on the PFSG mailing list 

IFST & PFSG 



ÅStarted as an IFST Subject Interest Group by  

Hal MacFie in 1998.  

ÅKey aim: to establish an accreditation scheme for sensory training  

ÅProfessional Group on 13 October 1999  

ÅFounder Member of the European Sensory Society May 

2011 

ÅChairs: 

Å1999-2004: Margaret Everitt 

Å2004-2008: Tracey Hollowood 

Å2008-2010: Dr. Louise Hewson 

Å2010-current: Joanne Hort 

 

 

PFSG history  



Chair : Joanne Hort, Nottingham University  

Vice Chair : Cindy Beeren, Leatherhead Food 

Research  

Hon. Secretary  / membership rep : Carol 

Raithatha, Carol Raithatha ltd  

Communications co -ordinator : Sue Purcell, 

Campden BRI  

Student Representative: Caroline Withers  

Jennifer Arden, Leatherhead Food Research 

Pam Beyts, Sensory Dimensions 

Ralph Blanchfield, Food Science, Food 

Technology and Food Law Consultant 

Jane Clark, Jane Clark research 

  

 

PFSG committee members  

Virginie Cotte, British American Tobacco 

Margaret Everitt, Margaret Everitt ltd 

Sarah Gough, Sensory Dimensions 

Tracey Hollowood , Sensory Dimensions 

David Jackson, Leatherhead Food Research 

Sarah Kemp, consultant 

Jean McEwan, Diageo 

Stephanie Mitchell, Product Perceptions 

Lauren Rogers, Lauren Rogers sensory science 

consultant 

Tracey Sanderson, Sensory Dimensions 

  

 



Accreditation & Education 

Accreditation Scheme for Sensory Training Courses 

Foundation 

Intermediate 

Advanced 

Events 

Ethics 

Ethical and Professional Practices for the Sensory Analysis of Foods 

Communication 

E3S 

PFSG working groups  



Accreditation Sensory Courses 

Yearly conference 

Discussion workshops 

óSensory mattersô newsletter e-

alert to members 

Student matters 

Student prize 

Online discussion forums 

E3S collaboration & membership 

 

PFSG Activities & initiatives  



PFSG Discussion forums  



PFSG Workshops  



Resource 
ÅPanel performance 

checks are not always 

given top priority 

ÅSeen as an add-on cost 

ÅFocus is usually on the 

data analysis and results 

ÅTime needs to be set 

aside for panel 

performance 
 

Source: Lauren Rogers & Carol Raithatha ltd 

PFSG Panel validation workshop  



ÅPanellistsô replicates in a project 
are acceptable Repeatability 

ÅEnough agreement in scores to 
use the mean Consistency 

Discrimination 
ÅDifference is detected if a 

difference exists 

Source: Lauren Rogers & Carol Raithatha ltd 

PFSG Panel validation workshops  



PFSG Annual conference  



2012: A sense of change 

Workshops 

Poster session  

Extended lunch timings for networking 

98% scored the event as good/excellent 

ñfantastic choice of speakersò 

2011: óBack to the futureô 

2010: óAs time goes byô 

PFSG Previous conferences  



Students wish-list for PFSG: 

Information about how to attend 

conferences 

How to write up research 

How to write up abstracts 

Learn about the sensory community 

How to network 

PFSG Students  


